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    Proud to Honor is the military support initiative by Ford Motor Company. It raises awareness, strengthens existing programs and creates an even more meaningful connection with our service members. 





    



                

            

        

    





    
            
                

    YOU’RE PROUD TO SERVE.

WE’RE PROUD TO HONOR.
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    Honor our heroes with what you wear. Every time you make a purchase of Proud to Honor merchandise, 100% of Ford profits will be donated to DAV (Disabled American Veterans) and Blue Star Families: two military charities that help our veterans, service members and their families.
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            FORD SALUTES THOSE WHO SERVE
        
    




    


        

        
          

    Our military and first responders go above and beyond every day. It’s our honor to give back for everything they do for us.
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    DAV (Disabled American Veterans) is a nonprofit organization that helps 1 million veterans and their families each year. A loyal friend of theirs since 1922, Ford Motor Company continues its support with scholarships, initiatives that help wounded military members at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center and vehicle donations to the organization’s transportation network. Donate here.
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            Blue Star Families
        
    




    


                    

    Blue Star Families is the nation’s largest chapter-based organization serving military families, with a mission to support them and improve military readiness. Its distinctive approach builds stronger communities around families that struggle with the isolation caused by frequent moves. Ford Motor Company supports Blue Star Families with free programming, resources and events to help them better connect and feel a sense of belonging. Donate here.
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    A HISTORY OF HONORING

 

"The only foundation of real business is service."  – Henry Ford

 

Henry Ford believed that companies have to give back to their communities. At Ford, we take that mission seriously, every day. And one of the most gratifying ways we’re able to give back is by being there for our servicemen and servicewomen.
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        DURING WORLD WAR I, FORD BUILT "EAGLE" ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL BOATS AT A NEW PLANT ON THE ROUGE RIVER.

        
          While Henry Ford was an active proponent of peace, he lent his company’s support once it became clear the country was going to enter World War I. Using the same mass-production techniques that were perfected for its automobiles, the massive River Rouge Complex assembled Eagle Boats that were going to be used to hunt down German submarines.
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        FORD MOTOR COMPANY HAS A HISTORY OF HONORING THE MILITARY, STARTING WHEN HENRY FORD BEGAN TO HIRE DISABLED VETERANS RETURNING FROM WORLD WAR I.

        
          This philosophy of inclusion made Ford Motor Company one of the first companies to hire people with disabilities and adapt the work environment to their specific needs. Henry Ford also honored these veterans by organizing a caravan of 50 Model Ts to take them to a convention in San Francisco.
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        DURING WORLD WAR II, FORD MOTOR COMPANY SHUT DOWN CIVILIAN VEHICLE PRODUCTION TO DEDICATE ALL OF ITS RESOURCES TO ALLIED WAR EFFORTS.

        
          While all civilian manufacturing ceased in February 1942 by order of the U.S. government, the mighty River Rouge Complex began supporting the military as early as 1940. Ground was broken on a new aircraft engine plant in 1940, and the Naval Training School was turned over to the Navy in January 1941. The Rouge produced a wide range of products for the military throughout WWII, including engines, superchargers, amphibious jeeps, Blitz Buggies and armor plating.
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        In addition to aircraft, Ford plants built 277,896 vehicles (tanks, armored cars and GPW (General Purpose Willys) reconnaissance vehicles).

        
          At the behest of the government, Ford Motor Company engineered a watertight hull and other unique features for the GPW Reconnaissance Vehicles. Ford then went on to produce 13,000 amphibious GPW Reconnaissance Vehicles that were highly effective during the war near Sicily and the South Seas.
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        During WWII, Ford Motor Company was asked to help produce the most important weapon for the Allied forces — B-24 Bombers.

        
          At first, the government asked Ford Motor Company to produce parts to help Douglas Aircraft Corporation and Consolidated Aircraft Corporation, the original manufacturers of the B-24 bombers in California, to produce the B-24 Liberator bombers. After visiting the two organizations’ manufacturing facilities, Edsel Ford and Charles Sorenson knew that Ford Motor Company could build the bombers quicker and with better quality than the two organizations that were building them by hand. In order to do this, the largest manufacturing plant under one roof at the time was constructed near Ypsilanti, Michigan. No one believed it could be done, but by September 1942, the first fly-away plane was produced. By mid-1944, Ford had produced its 5,000th unit, and by the end of the war, well over 8,000 units were produced.
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        A Report to America – Ford Motor Company
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        WHEN MILLIONS OF MEN WENT OFF TO FIGHT IN WORLD WAR II, AN ARMY OF HOUSEWIVES, MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS ANSWERED THE CALL AND TOOK OVER THE JOBS.

        
          Everyone was asked to “Do Their Part.” These pioneering, industrial workers were collectively known as “Rosie the Riveter.” They took over the work that was once reserved for men and laid the groundwork for sweeping social change.
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        The Toughest Fords Ever Built!

        
          Armor plating and engines for a wide range of armored vehicles were produced by Ford Motor Company in its military production. Among these vehicles were large tanks, such as the 32-ton M-4 , M-10 tank destroyers to the smaller, but still tough, Armored Universal Carriers.
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        In the Service of America, Ford Motor Company Gave Its All to Bring Peace.

        
          Henry Ford also enjoyed visiting his factories, even at the age of 81, and his frequent appearances were well-known around the world. In 1944, The American Legion awarded Henry its Distinguished Service Medal for his contribution to the rehabilitation of veterans of both world wars.
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        BY THE END OF THE WAR, FORD HAD BUILT 86,865 COMPLETE AIRCRAFT, 57,851 AIRPLANE ENGINES AND 4,291 MILITARY GLIDERS.
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